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Why Was Eve ryone So An g ry ?

Th e re may be no single ex p l a n ation as to why pro tests about tea we re so intense in the months leading to

the Am e ri can Revo l u t i o n . Even the scholars disagre e. He re are some ex a m p l e s :

▲ Th ey [Bo s ton ra d i cals] took this step be cause they fe a red that if the tea we re landed, colonists wo u l d

a ctually comply with the tax and purchase the te a . Adams and his band of ra d i cals doubted their co u n-

t rymen's co m m i t m e nt to pri n c i p l e.

—Un i ted St ates Info rm ation Ag e n cy’s Outline of Am e ri can Histo ry 

( ht t p : / / od u r. l e t . ru g. n l / u s a n e w / H / 1 9 9 4 / c h 3 _ p 6 . ht m )

▲By reducing the tax on impo rted British te a , this act gave British merc h a nts an unfair adva ntage in sell-

ing their tea in Am e ri ca . Am e ri can colonists condemned the act, and many planned to boycott te a .

—Am e ri can Me m o ry (ht t p : / / m e m o ry. l oc. g ov / a m m e m / bd s d s / t i m e l i n e. ht m l )

▲Pa rt i c u l a rly impo rt a nt to the move m e nt we re the activities of colonial wo m e n , who we re one of the

p rincipal consumers of tea and now be came the leaders of the effo rt to boyco t t .

—From Revolution to Re co n s t ru ction (ht t p : / / od u r. l e t . ru g. n l / ~ u s a / E / te a p a rty / bo s to n x x . ht m )

▲The Tea Act, passed by the House of Commons on Ap ril 27, 1 7 7 3 , was re g a rded in Am e ri ca as a strate gy

to induce the co l o n i s t s, by lowe ring the pri ce of te a , to consume more of it and there fo re ackn ow l e d g e

the principle of British taxat i o n .

—L i b ra ry of Co n g ress (ht t p : / / w w w. l oc. g ov / ex h i b i t s / b ri t i s h / b ri t - 2 . ht m l )

Be l ow, find these and some other possible reasons why many colonists pro te s ted so strongly against the

i m po rt ation of British te a . Rate the hy potheses from 1 to 7, with 1 being the most impo rt a nt motivation fo r

p ro te s to r s, in your opinion.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ To suppo rt Am e ri can merc h a nts thre atened by the East India Tea Co m p a ny’s monopo l y.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ To object to the hidden tax remaining within the re d u ced pri ce of te a .
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ To stand with colonial women who strongly suppo rted the boycott of te a .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ To pro test taxation without re p re s e nt at i o n .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ To vo i ce strong objections to what they saw as a scheme to get colonists to consume more te a .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ To fo m e nt revolution among ave rage co l o n i s t s, who might otherwise never re be l , along with 

ra d i cal po l i t i c i a n s, against Bri t a i n .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ To avoid paying taxes to a British Empire alre a dy benefiting gre atly from Am e ri can impo rt ation 

of British impo rted good s.

Would you add any other reasons? How would you fo rm u l ate an ex p l a n ation about why some people we re

so angry about te a ?


